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Dear Essendon families … 
 
Good bye to year 6 
It was absolutely amazing to see so many of our Year 6 
children return to school for the leavers’ service and 
celebration assembly on Wednesday. A huge thanks go to 
the parents for enabling the children to attend the event, 
which was both highly enjoyable and emotional. We wish all 
of our Year 6 pupils the very best of luck for the future; 
remember that no matter how far away life’s journey takes 
you, you will always be welcomed here as a loved and valued 
member of the Essendon School community. Massive thanks 
also must go to Emma Daniels for organising the gifts and 
leaver’s books; to Mrs Wild for taking the time to return to see everyone again; to Mrs Bedi for her lovely 
reading; to Claire Woodward for arranging breakfasts, ice-creams and the after-party on the green; and above all 
to Mrs Jenner, Miss Da Costa, Mrs Pinfold and Mrs Pulham for their tremendous efforts in organising the event. 
 
A personal thank you 
This term has been extra-ordinary for so many reasons, but on a personal note, having been made to feel so very 
welcome at the school by the pupils, parents, staff and governors, I would like to say “thank you” from the 
bottom of my heart to everyone in the community who has put their shoulder to wheel for the good of the 
children since I arrived. Everyone has drawn on their reserves of resilience and team-spirit in the most incredible 
way and in so doing, you have all made my first term at Essendon – despite the many challenges – a hugely 

rewarding experience. Thank you one and all! 
 
Summer home learning 
Don’t forget that learning is something that happens 
every day and everywhere, not just at school! Overleaf 
you’ll find information about this year’s summer reading 
challenge, which I encourage all children to participate in. 
Do please make sure that throughout the summer 
holidays, you are encouraging your child to read often, 
and to providing them with opportunities to practise their 
writing and numeracy skills in order to be ready for their 
return to school in September. 
 
For those seeking additional home learning over the 
summer break, a comprehensive list of resources for a 
wide range of subjects and age-groups can be found at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-
covid-19-online-education-resources 
 
Pantherswood learning journals 
A reminder from Mrs O’Connor that parents of children in 
Pantherswood can download their children’s online 
learning journals on Tapestry now. 
 
Have a wonderful summer break! 
 
With love and best wishes, 
Mr Potter 

This half term, our value is: 

 

A huge well done to all 
our star learners for their 
hard work this week and 
throughout the term! 

Pantherswood 
Alfie for showing such kindness and friendship 
towards his classmates. 
Ollie for his creative and construction skills when 
making his Numberblock model. 
Carter for his  enthusiasm and sense of fun in all 
of his learning choices. 
Homewood 
Tegan for an excellent growth mindset, 
persevering and completing work by herself. 
Charlotte for always working neatly and carefully. 
Aleks for great engagement on SeeSaw this week. 
Warrenwood 
Laura for her excellent engagement and science 
work this week. 
Harefield 
Jack for having positive conversations around 
transition to secondary school. 
Henry for working so well across the whole 
curriculum.  
Annalise for working really hard in Maths and 
completing all the tasks. 
Great job everyone! 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources


 

Essendon C of E (VC) Primary School 
Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works 

Newsletter 17th July 2020 

  

An end of year message from the Chair of Governors 
 
Dear staff, governors, parents and children, 
 
As the school year draws to a close, it is a good time to reflect and remember all that has been achieved 
within our community in the past 12 months, especially as it has been a year like no other. 
 
Hellos and goodbyes 
 
This time last year we said goodbye to Mrs Tudway and sent her on her way to a new adventure in 
Cumbria. Likewise at Easter, we thanked Mrs. Wild for doing an amazing job as Acting Head teacher for 
two terms, and wished her well as she started a new job in a different school. In September we welcomed 
Rev. Theresa to St. Mary’s church, Essendon and our choir joined us to sing with other schools as part of 
the induction service. Mr Potter’s arrival as our new Head teacher in April was not met with the usual 
Essendon fanfare, due to the Covid 19 crisis, but we have already seen how hard he has worked to ensure 
the wellbeing and safety of our Essendon community. We also now say goodbye and thank you to Claire 
and Sharon who have served us all hot meals with a smile and helped us with the daily challenge of eating 
more healthily. 
 
Highs and lows 
 
This year has truly been a year like no other and has been a year of two halves. We can look back to the 
autumn term and remember the Harefield residential at school, the trip to the Albert Hall, our Harvest 
festival in church, the in-school art gallery, our Christmas festivities and lots of sporting opportunities 
enjoyed through the sports partnership. 2020 began with the in-school pantomime and a visit to Bethnal 
Green Toy Museum, but as the year has moved on, we have had to see an end to all these enriching 
activities and school as we know it has disappeared into a new world of virtual school and home learning. 
 
Despite facing such challenging times, we have seen the heart of what we know as Essendon remain the 
same. Our SIAMS report in February 2020 highlighted, “there is a respect for difference and a culture of 
care where everyone is treated with dignity and respect as people created in the image of God”, and we 
have seen the love and concern for our staff, parents and children continue and strengthen especially 
during the second half of this school year. 
 
As we begin the summer break, again with no farewell hugs or even handshakes, I wanted to take this 
opportunity to thank Mr. Potter especially for doing an amazing job of leading our school in such 
unprecedented times. Arriving as a new Head, almost undercover, we feel so fortunate that he has been 
able to get to know everyone so quickly and be at the forefront of making so many important decisions 
which have been vital to the daily running of the school. I also wanted to once again thank our amazing 
staff for their hard work and perseverance in a year that has seen their skills and talents truly challenged.  
 
As the summer holidays begin I wanted to look forwards to a new school year in September with hope 
as we continue to work towards improving the education and wellbeing of all our children. Governors 
will be monitoring the progress of the building work over the holidays as we aim to have it completed as 
soon as possible. We will also be working very hard alongside Mr Potter and the staff as we look at how 
to ensure that school is as safe as possible for all pupils and staff to return to in September with a robust 
curriculum that continues to put curiosity, tolerance, independence, spirituality and above all wellbeing 
at its heart. 
 
With best wishes, Katie Bedi, on behalf of the governing body 
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The Summer Reading Challenge, presented by The Reading Agency, is delivered in partnership with 
public libraries and funded by Arts Council England. The Challenge encourages children aged 4 to 11 
to enjoy the benefits of reading for pleasure over the summer holidays, providing lots of fun as well 
as preventing the summer reading ‘dip’. 

Each year the Challenge motivates over 700,000 children to keep reading to build their skills and 
confidence. 

This year, the Summer Reading Challenge’s Silly Squad will celebrate funny books, happiness and 
laughter. Children taking part in the Challenge will join the Silly Squad, an adventurous team of 
animals who love to have a laugh and get stuck into all sorts of funny books! 

The 2020 Challenge features bespoke artwork from award-winning children’s author and 
illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson (Amelia Fang; Evil Emperor Penguin; I Don’t Want Curly Hair). 

The Summer Reading Challenge website is free to access and features games, quizzes and 
downloadable activities that incentivise and encourage children to take part in reading through 
virtual services and e-lending platforms. 

Visit your local library website to find out how you can access eBooks, audiobooks, comics and 
magazines for free that you can use to complete the Challenge at home. 

Visit www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 

http://lauraellenanderson.co.uk/
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